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was  the   inevitable  and  only outcome   of   the  rage  for
cheapness.
For some years past  growing  dissatisfaction had been
shown by many of our leading rubber manufacturers at the
laxity with which the reference to Para rubber in speci-
fications was regarded both by manufacturers and buyers.
This culminated a year or two ago in strong representations
being made to the Government departments chiefly concerned
by a deputation of the India-rubber Manufacturers' Associa-
tion.   It was urged that as chemical tests did not distinguish
between fine Para rubber and second-grade Para rubber, or
any other high-grade rubber for the matter of   that, the
specific reference to Para rubber should be omitted and the
term "best rubber " substituted.     At the same time it was
indisputably shown that the chemical and physical tests HO
long relied upon by the Admiralty were insufficient for their
purpose, and did not in reality prove that only fine Para
rubber had been used.     As showing the genuineness of the
agitation that had been aroused, it was suggested that the
existing tests should be altered so that only the best rubber
would conform to them.     These representations met with
courteous consideration,  and led to important alterations
in the specification form sent out by the Admiralty in the
autumn of 1902.    The alterations will be duly dealt with in
the chapter on the testing of rubber goods, and it need only
be said here that their advent has been welcomed by those
who have the interests of the trade at heart,   A far wider
circle, the British public generally, should also regard the
innovation with approval,  as tending to efficiency  both
in the goods purchased and in the routine of contract
placing.